
POCUS



WHAT IS POCUS

 Point of Care Ultrasound

 Using  butterfly portable probe compatible most IOS 

(Apple products). Probes will be accompanied by 

designated ipads.

 Valuable bedside diagnostic tool to narrow diagnosis and 

potentially save from need for additional imaging/testing 

(although does not replace formal US). 

 Billable.

 Now available at every primary care clinic.



USES

 Skin and soft tissue infections

 Cystic vs solid lesion

 DVT

 MSK exam/injection

 OB

 Foreign body



DOCUMENTATION 

Freeze ultrasound on the ipad →

Grab your phone → open up haiku 

→ go to schedule → choose patient 

→ click camera icon by their profile 

photo → choose “capture clinical 

media →Take the photo

EPIC – POCUS BUTTERFLY DEVICE –
DOCUMENTATION

https://tip.valleymed.net/epic-how-to-document-pocus-butterfly-devices/
https://tip.valleymed.net/epic-how-to-document-pocus-butterfly-devices/


• Add a description “ultrasound right arm” and click save

• Add to note by putting “.image”  (will also show up under media tab)

• In the note, must state:

• Date

• Indication (concern for abscess, knee arthritis, etc)

• Interpretation

• Findings

• Image

DOCUMENTATION



BILLING

Billing codes

• 76881 Ultrasound, complete joint (ie, joint space and peri-articular soft tissue 
structures) real-time with image documentation

 0.9 wRVUS

• 76882 Ultrasound, limited, joint or focal evaluation of other nonvascular extremity 
structure(s) (eg, joint space, peri-articular tendon[s], muscle[s], nerve[s], other soft-
tissue structure[s], or soft-tissue mass[es]), real-time with image documentation 

 0.7 wRVUs

• For reference – 99213 is 1.3 wRVUs and 99214 is 1.92 wRVUs. 



OTHER BILLING CODES

Knee injection with US guidance (20611) is 1.1 

wRVUs vs w/o US (20610)  it is 0.8 wRVUs. 



PRIVILEGING 

1. INTERNAL MEDICINE – INPATIENT, INTERNAL MEDICINE – OUTPATIENT, FAMILY MEDICINE – All 

have the same language for POCUS as a non-core privilege:

2. Requested Criteria: Successful completion of an ACGME or AOA post graduate training program that 

included training in POCUS or the equivalent in experience and training. Required Current Experience: 

Demonstrated current competence and evidence of an adequate volume of POCUS over the past 12 months or 

completion of training in the past 12 months. Renewal of Privilege: Demonstrated current competence and evidence 

of an adequate volume of POCUS in the past 24 months based on results of ongoing performance practice evaluation 

and outcomes.

3. If you did not receive training in residency, then you need to take a course.

a. 638575900914170000 (cchealth.org) – POCUS course

https://www.cchealth.org/home/showpublisheddocument/10845/638575900914170000


RESOURCES

1. Point-of-Care Ultrasound: A Practical Guide for Primary Care (aafp.org)

https://www.aafp.org/pubs/fpm/issues/2020/1100/p33.html

2. https://www.aafp.org/pubs/afp/issues/2020/0301/p275.html – More in-depth POCUS article

3. Introduction to HM-POCUS Course | Weill Department of Medicine (cornell.edu)

4. 638575900914170000 (cchealth.org) – POCUS course

5. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rBS3GaIrqqc&list=PLfoNzauBg-A6JQBbAQGb7zo-I2i8kfAMW&index=3

a. Playlist on how to use Buttefly US

https://www.aafp.org/pubs/fpm/issues/2020/1100/p33.pdf
https://www.aafp.org/pubs/afp/issues/2020/0301/p275.html
https://medicine.weill.cornell.edu/divisions-programs/general-internal-medicine/education/point-care-ultrasound-training/introduction
https://www.cchealth.org/home/showpublisheddocument/10845/638575900914170000
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rBS3GaIrqqc&list=PLfoNzauBg-A6JQBbAQGb7zo-I2i8kfAMW&index=3


THANK YOU

Questions?

*Credit to Dr. Raymond Aguilar 

and Dr. Markegard for assisting 

with presentation development
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