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Ambulatory Care Pathway: Lung Cancer Screening

This pathway is informational and for general 
guidance only. It Is not intended to be used as or 

replace actual clinical judgment.

Last Updated: May 2022
Next Expected Review: May 2024 

For questions about this pathway, email: 
AmbulatoryCarePathways@valleymed.org

Inclusion criteria:
• Age: 50-80 years old

• 20 pack year smoking history AND current 
smoker/former smoker quit within past 15 years

• Asymptomatic for lung cancer

1. Shared decision making during patient visit

Use patient decision aid (.lungcancerscreening)
Discuss potential benefits of lung cancer 
screening
• Reduced mortality

Discuss potential harms of lung cancer screening
• False positives

• F/U testing if an abnormality found

• Possible complications of invasive testing

• Overdiagnosis

• Total radiation exposure (Screening & 
diagnostic)

Other issues
• Impact of comorbidities on screening

• Ability or willingness to undergo invasive 
diagnostic procedures and treatment

Counsel
• Importance of adherence to annual lung 

cancer screening
• Importance of smoking cessation if applicable

• Tobacco cessation intervention

Patient agrees for 
screening

Order CT Lung Screening

Vantage Radiology notifies High Risk 
Screening and Genetics for assistance
(Investigate appeal, grant and self-pay 

options with the patient) 

Exam gets pre-authorization?

Screening done

Follow Up Imaging and Referral 
managed by High Risk Screening & 

Genetics Clinic

Care Gap continues to appear 
for eligible patients

Lung-RADS 1 Lung-RADS 2 Lung-RADS 3 Lung-RADS 4A Lung-RADS S 
(Significant Other/
Non-lung cancer)

Lung-RADS 4B/4X

12 month Lung 
Screen CT

CPT: 71271
ICD10: Z87.91

Genetics

12 month Lung 
Screen CT

CPT: 71271
ICD10: Z87.91

Genetics

6 month Low 
Dose CT Chest

CPT: 71250
ICD10: Z87.91

Genetics

3 month Low 
Dose CT Chest 

or PET/CT

PET/CT, 
Diagnostic CT 

Chest or Biopsy

Follow up by 
PCP

Shared decision making 
during patient visit1

Epic Tools
✔ Care Gap Topic

✔ Lung Cancer Screening Smartset
✔ Optional smart list in AWV template
✔ .lungcancerscreening dotphrase

✔ After visit summary with patient instructions

No Change-LR2
Change-4A

Change-4B

No Change-LR3 Change-4B

Referral to 
Pulmonary

Referral to 
Pulmonary

Yes
No

Yes

No

Coverage determined?Yes

High Risk Screening and 
Genetics notifies PCP

No
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