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Medication for Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD): Emergency Management

OUD RISK FACTORS
 Opioid Use / Withdrawal / Overdose
 PD Involuntary
 Behavioral Health (SUD/MH)
 Chronic Pain / Rx
 Trauma / Injury / DV
 Pupils
 Abscess

Home Induction Px
 Day1 (≤12 mg total on day 1): 

 Suboxone 4 mg  (wait 1-3hrs) 
 Suboxone 4 mg  (wait 1-3hrs)
 Suboxone 4 mg  

 Day2-3: Suboxone 16 mg once daily
 Narcan nasal spray Px

Recovery Help Line 
1-866-789-1511

Secondary Screen - Pre-screen
Patient Identified with Risk Factors 

for Opioid Use Disorder (OUD)

Agreeable to 
MOUD?

Symptomatic      
Treatment

Discharge  
& Referral

YES

NO

NO

YES

 SYMPTOMATIC TREATMENT

Symptom Medication
Anxiety Diazepam, Hydoxyzine
Cramps Dicyclomine
Diarrhea Loperamide
Dyspepsia Famotidine
Myalgias Methocarbamol
Nausea Ondansetron
Pain Acetaminophen, 

NSAIDs
Insomnia Trazodone
Withdrawal Clonidine

 DISCHARGE CRITERIA
 Medically cleared 
 Narcan nasal spray Px
 Safe destination 
 Referral completed / warm handoff 
 AVS provided

Patient Meets 
Criteria for 

MOUD?

Standard 
Care NO

Add to MOUD Program
 ROI Consent & Enroll to Program
 Identify OTN Referral Partner     

(see OTN Navigation Guide)
 Notify OTN Navigator
 Add to OUD Registry

ED Induction
 Administer Suboxone 8mg dose
 Repeat x 1 in hour if symptoms persist
 Narcan nasal spray Px

Continuation at Home (if indicated)
 Suboxone Px: 16 mg once daily x3 

Active Withdrawal?
 COWS ≥8 or ≥6 with 

withdrawal signs
 Last opiate use >6 hours prior      

(short-acting opiate)

Evaluation & Diagnostics

Medical Evaluation
 Withdrawal Assessment 

(COWS)
 Medical Screening Labs                        

(CBC, CMP, Pregnancy Test,  
Serum/Urine Drug Screen)**

ERIT Consultation
 Initiate SBIRT
 Assessments 

 Targeted Screen (DAST)
 Treatment Readiness

 Education

NOYES

Admit to 
Hospital

Hospitalization 
Required?YES

MOUD OTN REFERRAL PARTNERS

Inpatient Detox**
 Recovery Place (Medicaid/Uninsured)
 Lakeside-Milam (Insured)

Outpatient Treatment
 WCHS Inc – Kent Treatment Solutions
 Evergreen Treatment Services
 Valley Cities Behavioral Health
 Ideal Option
 Cowlitz Tribal Health Seattle

Valley Medical Clinics
 Fairwood Clinic Primary Care
 Valley Family Medicine Clinic
** additional labs required for inpatient


